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For immediate release
Artist’s solo show from a Cracked Town

A Kings Lynn artist is set to go on his first solo tour of galleries with his collection of strange photographs and films; exhibitions that some people may find shocking.
All shot in and around Kings Lynn town centre, Phil Barrington’s work shows a grim industrial world populated by troubled individuals that is far removed from the regenerated Kings Lynn of today. Phil’s inspiration for the photographs is the brutish violence and intimidating behaviour that we all seem to witness more frequently on the streets of our towns and cities, the causes of which often linked by the media to an apparently more aggressive youth culture.
“I am not saying that I think Kings Lynn is necessarily plagued by more violence and anti-social behaviour than any other town in the country. Its just that my recent experiences in the town, as a life-long local, seemingly reflect national opinion on street crime, and the fear of crime in general, and I felt I had to explore these issues in a broader way.”
Phil’s work has been described as extremely bleak and uncompromising in the past, and he is bracing himself for possible harsh local opinion from the shows; “I don’t think many local people want to see ‘lesser known parts’ of Kings Lynn shown in such a major spotlight, which is fair enough, but this side of Kings Lynn feels more real and honest to me than a whole array of mobile phone shops in the Vancouver Shopping Centre ever could. I am looking forward to hearing local people’s feedback about the work, and about their feelings regarding their environment raised by it too.”
That said, Phil is quick to point out that, although the town’s backdrop used throughout his work is frankly portrayed, and hasn’t been distorted in the framed work in any way, the world of ‘Cracktown’ in general is an exaggerated and fictional one, not based on real people or local events.
Phil Barrington’s ‘Cracktown v1.0’ touring gallery exhibition, containing images that some people may find disturbing, begins at Kings Lynn’s Greyfriars Art Space from February 9th 2009, with forthcoming tours throughout the year scheduled at venues such as Cambridge Galleries and the Norwich Playhouse, amongst others. See www.barringtonarts.com for dates and further details.
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Notes to editor

High resolution photographs of the art/artist are available upon request, or can be found on the www.barringtonarts.com website.
This release has been issued by Phil Barrington via www.barringtonarts.com. For further information, contact Phil via phil@barringtonarts.com
barringtonarts.com
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