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2. Artist’s Statement

Style

Phil Barrington is a conceptual artist, for his sins, working predominantly within the broad arena of online multimedia; comfortable with creative digital photography, image manipulation, film, creative writing, ambient sound, sampling, and the creation of fictional online worlds. His style is often eclectic, but one that most often mixes surrealism with expressionism, with nods to the Baroque stylings of Joel-Peter Witkin, the stark imagery of the Transgressive Art movement of the 1980’s-90’s, and Francis Bacon’s fascination with ‘body horror’. 

Outlook

Mr. Barrington’s outlook is one that tends to exaggerate generally perceived social problems in the modern western world; social injustice and degradation, voyeurism, bourgeois hegemony, alpha-male self-destruction, and grim spectacle are all pivotal elements featured throughout my work, although always driven by a deeper sense of moral justice (though the viewers are left to find that out for themselves – no preaching here).

Body of Work

After a brief sojourn into the ‘very knowing’ world of satirical current affairs blogs in 2006, Phil collated several pieces of juvenilia (rough ideas, sketches and scribbles from 1990 onwards) with more recent photographic work and locally published reviews, and created the ‘Abandon All Hope Now’ blog site as an openly accessible online sketchbook and gallery. 

Phil’s latest multimedia project, ‘Cracktown v1.0’, ended in June 2008. Set in the very near future, the world reflected in the contents of the accompanying blog was a bleak industrial dystopia, a society consumed by social fear and intimidation, as described in detail in the journal entries and discussions of four troubled individuals. This content was bolstered by extensive photography, film clips, miscellaneous ‘atmos’ imagery, and sound, linked to a fabricated history and mythology that fleshed out this bleak world much further.

In a nutshell, the world of Cracktown v1.0 (or ‘Old Lynn’, specifically) is one which has high hopes for the regeneration of its inner-town businesses with next-to-no focus on its outlying communities; leaving its residents ignored and left in a social vacuum, a decayed ‘cracked’ landscape of rusted morality and constant threat of violence.

Audience

Although created initially for himself and his small circle of friends, Phil’s Cracktown blog has gained quite a lot of unexpected focus in recent months. Blog update notices on Barrington’s Myspace account has gathered a readership of 1600+, with a recent Cracktown thread on a Kings Lynn Forums website receiving 564 visits thus far. Barrington’s blog profile has also been accessed a further 586 times. These readership numbers were gained without any extensive promotion of the blog on the web. 

In January 2008, Barrington was contacted by BBC Radio Norfolk, and a Cracktown radio special was subsequently aired, including an on-location interview between the artist and host Stephen Bumfrey. An interview with the artist has also been recently conducted by the Eastern Daily Press for a forthcoming feature.

Judging from the feedback already received in response to Mr. Barrington’s various online (ad)ventures, his core audience is one that often shares his bleak satirical, and often somewhat challenging, dark sense of humour. Many positive comments were received by members of the public after a recent exhibition of his Cracktown work at the long running prestigious Eastern O8pen Exhibition (Kings Lynn Art Centre).

Fans of grotesque, surreal or ‘socially aware’ works of art can find much of note in his body of work, and Phil often jokes that a lot of his fans seem to be from long-ignored and under-appreciated sections of society, including “angry loners, shut-ins, and the socially troubled.”

His forthcoming Cracktown v1.0 touring exhibition of creative photography, film, and interactive elements, stops off at Kings Lynn (Greyfriars Art Space) in February 2008 before going onto Cambridge Galleries in Cambridge, an exhibit in Brighton, and finally a show at the Norwich Playhouse throughout September 2009.
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